Chapter VII

THE MACHINERY OF DIFFUSION

of multiple invention depend largely upon the
supposition that the normal man never leaves his
birthplace. Movements, whether of groups or of single
individuals, from one area to another involve movements of
culture, and believers in multiple invention are therefore
driven either to minimize the extent of such movements, or
to ignore them altogether.  The latter attitude is the more
common, and it will be found that most books on the culture
of savages assume as a matter that goes without saying that
until the arrival of Europeans the people under discussion
had never, since the first appearance of the human race,
come in contact with any one from outside their own neigh-
bourhood. Such writers as Sir James Frazer, Dr. Marett,
and Professor Malinowskl would no doubt reject with scorn
the notion that every tribe was created independently at the
spot where it is now found, yet this notion is implicit in
almost every word that they have written. The theory that
brings man to his present situation, wherever that may be,
with his mind a complete cultural blank, is also the basis of
most psychology; it would, in fact, be scarcely an exaggera-
tion to say that psychologists do not recognize the existence of
culture contacts atall They base their theories upon instincts
and unconscious impulses, qualities characteristic of the brutes
and by which alone man could never have risen above the
brutes. Humanity depends upon culture, in the sense in which
I have defined culture, and culture depends upon movement.
As I have tried to show, human groups which remain isolated
in one spot always degenerate, and I shall now try to show
that in the history of the human race such groups are rare
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